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ASTRA SCITT DECLARATION OF UNDERSTANDING OF REQUIREMENTS 2022-23

I understand that by accepting an offer from Dr Challoner’s Grammar School in its capacity
as the lead school of the Astra SCITT, as a Trainee I have to fulfill the obligations placed on
me below. Failure to abide by these responsibilities may ultimately lead to expulsion from the
course in accordance with the SCITT’s policies.

Confirmation regarding understanding Terms and Conditions:

I confirm that I have reviewed and understood the SCITT’s terms and conditions as published
on its website including without limitation:

Terms and Conditions:

● Responsibility for Tuition Fees and Other Charges Policy
● Application Form for Training Bursary for Fee Paying Trainees

Policies:

● Data Protection: Privacy Statement and Your Responsibilities
● Health and Safety Responsibilities
● Complaints Procedure for Trainees
● Assessment Policy
● Attendance Policy
● Safeguarding Policy
● Disciplinary Policy

I understand that the above policies may be updated throughout the year and I will be
required to abide by those changes.

I understand that I am required to provide evidence of the qualifications required for entry to
my course of study, in the form of original documents, and of my right to work/study in the
UK, I understand that Astra SCITT will not be able to make my offer unconditional and that I
may not be able to start the course until such evidence has been provided.

I understand that Astra may at its discretion allow me to start the course pending receipt of
evidence of qualifications. Where this is the case and I am unable to provide the required
evidence by the SCITT census date I understand that I will have to withdraw from the course
and will be liable for the applicable fees based on the liability point at that date.

I also understand that I will be subject to an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS)
check, including Children’s barred list check, and  Prohibition check, before commencing
training, and that the outcome of these checks will determine whether I am eligible to
join/remain on the course.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ehXZzHw7sBbL9A4PzvBgqAKnh74RoP6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13_uJpeoWECwA_L96cgk9ZILowI5FK-8j/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13vxHsAb6UVwGuHtF2XgsI5TBdq_Gm2i1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13Bt9Hwe7ew91aG_t6VbN6GW6b2pgmDbq/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14qvYuH5ja65f7TNgilqXs0DHSIDFNn-1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14uYgas0bcZrZb4bhcE8ayfqfUx7wrdoQ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13NR-jnW6VDjFvRtfUHwNNxkfpHlPT5DB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/144JSl3njR8ukguxGBXCxtsNNJHijUk_U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15CVZ4Lvp3_FtvOPvXUw-CGTKDBioqdWg/view?usp=sharing


Changes to programme of study

●    I understand that the programme being offered by the SCITT may be subject to
change if legislation or regulations dictate.

● I note that the movement of staff may necessitate changes to my programme of study
as may the occurrence of circumstances beyond your reasonable control including
without limitation: acts of God, terrorism, Government changes in law and ITT
regulations (including those in response to pandemics), war and industrial action of
our staff or third parties.

● I accept that where necessary and reasonable that you may need to alter the
timetable, location, number of classes, method of delivery, content, assessment and
syllabus of my programme of study.

● I understand that any offer of a place to study for a PGCE with QTS is made on the
basis that the PGCE provider has absolute discretion as to whether to accept any
student onto the PGCE element of the course. I understand that Astra or the PGCE
provider, has the right at their sole discretion to cancel the PGCE programme if
insufficient number of students register for the PGCE course. Where either of the
above unlikely scenarios occur Astra would write to me with a revised conditional offer
to train with Astra SCITT for study for QTS only.

● Where I am undertaking the part time route, including PGCE I understand that this
determination may not be able to be made until towards the end of my first year of
study. Where either of the above unlikely scenarios occur Astra would write to me with
a revised conditional offer to train with Astra SCITT for study for QTS only in the
second year of my programme. I understand that, in the event that I did not wish to
continue with my studies at this point, all the fees in relation to the first year of the
course remain payable to Astra.

●   You will give me reasonable notice in the event of any discontinuance or fundamental
changes.



Consent for Additional Processing of my Personal Data:

I confirm that I have read the Data Protection: Privacy Statement and Your Responsibilities
document and give consent for the Core Processing of my personal data as outlined in that
agreement. In addition I have ticked the relevant box in the table below either giving
or refusing my consent for the additional processing requirements.

For each area below please tick the “YES” box where you do give
consent for us to process your data and the “NO” box where you do
not give consent for us to process your data for each purpose

YES NO

Course Marketing information

Other than ID photographs and videos within the Core Processing of
data, photographs of trainees during the course of their study may also
be taken for use in SCITT publications and publicity materials, and
publications produced by third parties authorised by the SCITT.

By ticking yes to this section you agree to the SCITT using these
materials for the above purposes.

(You can remove consent for any specific photo or video shoot on
the day of recording by letting the relevant member of SCITT staff
know that you do not wish to be included).

Alumni Relations

The SCITT has an Alumni community that will enable you to, after the
completion of your studies to:

● Keep in touch with the SCITT and other Alumni
● Receive information from Astra regarding products, services or

employment opportunities which may be relevant to your future career.

Please confirm whether or not you are happy to be contacted by us after
your studies for the following means,  If do not wish to be contacted by
us, please tick no for all options. (Consent can be removed in writing
at a later date if you wish)

● Communications by Email

● Communications by Post

● Communications by telephone

● Communications by SMS

References

When applying for teaching posts, trainees with the Astra SCITT are
expected to use the SCITT Manager as one of their referees. Signing this
'Declaration of Understanding' gives consent to the Astra SCITT
disclosing personal data, where relevant, as part of this reference. No
detailed references will be given unless this written consent is held
by the Astra Office. Such consent can be removed in writing at a
later date if you wish.



Confirmation of Understanding of Professional Conduct

The conduct of all trainees must be in line with the expectations outlined in the Teachers’
Standards and Initial Teacher Training Criteria and the SCITT policies as published on our
website. In addition, salaried trainees are all subject to the staff disciplinary policies in the
school(s) that are hosting them.

In signing this document I am aware that as a trainee I must:

● Follow all school policies as required and behave in a professional manner at all
times, including school requirements over dress, personal conduct and relationships,
e-safety, safeguarding, health and safety, attendance and punctuality throughout the
programme, as well as attendance at the PGCE sessions as timetabled, if
appropriate;

● Not post anything on social media which could potentially bring the Astra SCITT or
any partner schools into disrepute and not engage with any of my pupils or their
families online. I should also ensure I keep full privacy settings for any social media
account I may use. I understand that I must immediately declare anything which
potentially breaches any of these requirements.

● Attend, participating fully in, all sessions of the Professional Studies Programme and
in-school learning. Notify reasons for any absence direct to the SCITT Administrator
and mentor

● Attend induction days, follow the SCITT training programme, attend online and
face-to-face training days at identified Astra venues, and complete all tasks and
assignments

●    Meet weekly with in school Mentor to discuss progress and set appropriate targets
and complete their Weekly Evaluations on Progress

●    Take responsibility for the Individual Training Plan and update weekly throughout the
programme

●    Build up evidence for meeting the Teachers’ Standards and organise clearly labelled
files to form the e-portfolio of evidence

● Complete all tasks required in support of the portfolio of evidence (e.g. assignments,
lesson plan evaluations, subject/phase-based tasks, record of observations,
assessments of students’ work)

●   Keep to all assessment and other relevant deadlines agreed between the SCITT,
partner school and trainee

●    Ensure all files are in place and can be scrutinised when visited by any member of
the SCITT team

●    Comply with the Additional Support and Cause for Concern procedures in the event
of not making the required level of progress

●    Be aware of curricula and teaching arrangements in the Key Stages either side of the
ones I am training to teach in



●   Teach lessons in at least two consecutive key stages, across the required age and
ability ranges

●   Teach in at least two schools

●   Notify the SCITT Administrator and inform the school directly if a planned visit has to
be changed

●   Inform the SCITT Manager promptly if my host school fails to provide all or any part of
the programme, having first notified the school ITTCO and given them a reasonable
opportunity to address the issue/s.

●   Check the SCITT’s web-based email account frequently to ensure communication
channels operate efficiently.

Confirmation of Understanding of Requirements of Trainees with regards to pupils

I understand that as a trainee I am responsible for my professional development and will take
growing responsibility for the progress of pupils in school. I will also be responsible for my
own personal and professional conduct and will abide by the policies in place at DCGS and
its Partner Schools. During the course I understand that I will be required:

●    To complete a subject knowledge audit prior to September and liaise with my mentor
regarding implementing the individual training plan throughout the course.

● Where relevant targets have been set for me in relation to meeting Fundamental
Proficiencies in English and Maths, I agree to meet these in line with timetables set by
Astra throughout the Course and prior to the award of QTS. I understand that failure
to do this will prevent me being awarded QTS and, if appropriate, PGCE.

●    To know and understand how to implement/teach an appropriately broad, balanced,
personalised and differentiated curriculum for students in my subject area.

●    To understand how to facilitate and encourage a learning experience, allowing
students to achieve their individual potential.

●    To contribute to raising Standards of student attainment.

● To learn how to support the overall development of students through the pastoral
system.

●  To teach students according to their educational needs, including the setting and
marking of work carried out in the school.

●   To plan and prepare an agreed programme of teaching.

●   To contribute to the development of subject materials or resources.

●   To ensure teaching has a positive impact on the progress and learning of students.

●   To ensure that Literacy and Numeracy requirements are reflected in the learning
experience of students.



● To mark, assess and give written, verbal and diagnostic feedback to pupils as required.

● To maintain discipline in accordance with school policy having high expectations of
pupils in punctuality, behaviour, classwork and homework.

● To assess, record and report on the attendance, progress, and attainment of students
and to keep accurate records as required.

● To contribute to oral and written assessments and reports relating to individual students
and groups of students.

● To know about assessment of students in my subject area as required by examination
bodies, departmental and academy procedures.

● To set clear and challenging targets for each student that build on prior

attainment.

● To ensure the effective deployment of classroom support.

● To be familiar with the needs of students with additional needs and plan appropriately to
meet those needs.

● To maintain teaching areas in a safe and organised manner.

● To make classrooms stimulating environments for learning.

● To participate fully in training activities arranged in school and by Astra.

● To reflect on strengths and weaknesses in practice and be open to advice, coaching
and mentoring from my Mentors and others.

● To act on agreed weekly targets linked to Teachers’ Standards and National Priorities;

● To gather, organise and present evidence in the SCITT e-portfolio, to demonstrate
progress against the Core Content Framework, Fundamental Proficiencies and
Teachers’ Standards.

Payment of Fee and other charges (unsalaried trainees only)

I understand and accept that it is my responsibility for the timely payment of all fees and
charges as outlined in the Responsibility for Tuition Fees and other Charges Policy. I agree to
fulfill my obligations as outlined in this policy including paying my fees on the due date for
payment. If any fee is outstanding, I note your right to terminate or suspend my study with you
as outlined in the Responsibility for Tuition Fees and other Charges policy.

Cooling Off Period

For the purposes of the Consumer Contracts (Information, Cancellation and Additional
Charges) Regulations 2013, I understand that I have the right to cancel my acceptance of this
agreement within a period of 14 days after the day on which I accepted the terms of our
agreement, without giving you any reason.

To exercise the right to cancel, I understand that I must inform you of my decision to cancel
this agreement by providing the Astra Office a clear written statement to this effect (e.g. a



letter sent by post, fax or email). I understand that to meet the cancellation deadline, it is
sufficient for me to send my communication to the Astra Office exercising my right to cancel
before the 14 day cancellation period has expired.

I understand that if I have already made payments to Astra SCITT within the 14 day
cancellation period and exercise my option to cancel within the 14 day cancellation period
then Astra SCITT will reimburse all payments made by me, within 14 days without any fees
being levied.

Future Employability

I understand that whilst I have been given a training place on the ASTRA Course,successful
completion of the course does not guarantee my employment at the end of the Course.

Circumstances which may lead to expulsion

I note that you may terminate my registration at any time if:

●    It is discovered that I have made false statements or omitted significant information in
my application to study with you;

●    It is decided by you (acting reasonably) that any criminal convictions I may have are
incompatible with my study on the Programme;

●    I am unable to prove that I am currently entitled to enter and remain in the UK for the
purpose of study in accordance with the UK Immigration Rules;

●    I do not have an acceptable DBS certificate or I fail any prohibition list or other checks
that apply to the appointment of teachers;

● Astra allows students, in exceptional circumstances and at Astra’s discretion, to
commence studies whilst awaiting information regarding their eligibility to study for the
course (including but not limited to items such as satisfactory completion of a SKE
course, confirmation of degree completion, or NARIC confirmation of equivalency of
qualifications) but that upon receipt that information shows that I am not eligible to
study on the course.

●    If I fail to pay the fees payable to you for my study on the Programme;
and for any other reason specified in your rules, policies and regulations.

Confidentiality

● I understand that at times I may become involved in confidential issues and I
undertake that I will not either during the course of enrolment at Astra SCITT or at
any time after disclose to any other person or otherwise make use of any information
about pupils, staff, or their families and/or any information relating to our (or our Host
School’s) products, processes, research and development pipeline and/or business
affairs and/or any information comprising or relating to the work produced by us
during my time at Astra SCITT unless agreed by you in writing.

● All documents, manuals, hardware and software provided for use to me and any data
or documents (including copies) produced, maintained or stored on your computer
systems or other electronic equipment, remain your property.

● Any property of yours in my possession and any original or copy documents obtained
by me in the course of my enrolment at Astra SCITT will be returned to my supervisor
at any time upon request and in any event prior to the end of my period of study at
Astra SCITT.



Law and Jurisdiction

● This agreement is governed and construed in accordance with English Law. By
agreeing to its terms and conditions I (and we) agree to submit to the exclusive
jurisdiction of the English courts for the resolution of any disputes which may arise out
of or in connection with this contract or your studies.

DECLARATION:

I confirm that I have read, understood and agree to abide by all of the above terms and
conditions. I confirm that I have indicated in the table above whether I have granted consent
for the Additional Processing of my Personal Data as outlined in that table.

Name:………………………………………………Signature:…………………………………

Date:……………………………………..


